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History of the Legal Aid Centre of MSU 
 
The Faculty of Law, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda for the first time 

organized a free legal aid camp on August 23, 2015. Expert advocates and experienced 

teachers of the faculty provided free legal advice to the public in general during this camp 

that also included awareness exhibition through various audio-visual mediums. People came 

with different matters in the field of law. As per the Education Rules, 2008 of the Bar 

Council of India, every law faculty should run a legal aid clinic under the supervision of a 

senior faculty member. In fact since 2005 the faculty already ran a legal aid clinic where legal 

assistance was provided free of cost to the public. However, there was not much awareness in 

the public about the legal services provided by the Faculty of Law. This mega camp was an 

initiative to inform the people about the facilities available for them.  

 

Faculty of Law, MSU, Baroda 
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Mode of providing legal aid 

The faculty formed 15 teams under categories covering various laws such as family, property, 

accident, civil and criminal among others. Each team consisted of six members including a 

practicing advocate, senior teacher, two post graduate and under graduate law students who 

were the part of the counselling panel. Even in the past, under the umbrella of this legal aid 

clinic, the students from the faculty had also organized street plays in remote areas for 

awareness apart from visiting central jail to create awareness among the prisoners about their 

rights and remedies. 

 

Dual approach of the centre 

Since the establishment of the centre, the Faculty of Law follows the dual approach of 

providing legal aid to the public both at the faculty as well as organising legal awareness 

campaigns in various villages. Thus, the faculty does not restrict itself to providing legal aid 

only for the urban people. The faculty of law has undertaken a unique approach where it 

caters to the needs of both the urban and the rural people. The faculty has been regularly 

organising such campaigns and contributing greatly towards legal awareness. 

 
Legal Aid Background 
 

Legal aid and its information to the poor and weak is very important for the preservation of 

rule of law which is necessary for the existence of the orderly and civil society. Until and 

unless a poor and illiterate man is not legally assisted, he is denied equality in the opportunity 

to seek justice. Article 39A of the Constitution of India, provides for equal justice and free 

legal aid: The State shall secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice, on a 

basis of equal opportunity, and shall, in particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable 

legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for securing justice 

are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disabilities. 1  This Article 

emphasises that free legal service is an inalienable element of 'reasonable, fair and just' 

                                                             
1 Article 39A, The Constitution of India 
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procedure, for without it a person suffering from economic or other disabilities would be 

deprived of the opportunity for securing justice. In the civil side, Order XXXIII. R.18 of the 

Code of Civil Procedure 1908 provided that the state and central governments may make 

supplementary provisions as it thinks fit for providing free legal services to those who have 

been permitted to sue as an indigent person. The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 made 

drastic changes in the field of legal services. It is an Act to constitute legal services 

authorities to provide free and competent legal services to the weaker sections of the society 

to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of 

economic or other disabilities, and to organize Lok Adalats to secure that the operation of the 

legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity. 

 

Mega Legal Aid Camp at Faculty of Law, MSU 

 

A free Mega Legal Aid Camp was organised by the Faculty of Law, MSU on 25th August, 

2015. The camp was launched with an inaugural session at 10 a.m. presided by Honourable 

Mr. Justice A.J. Desai, Sitting Judge at the High Court of Gujarat. Prof. Parimal Vyas, 

Honourable Pro Vice Chancellor of the M.S. University of Baroda also graced the occasion to 

encourage the initiative of the faculty. The guests of honour were joined on the dais by Prof. 

R.C. Patel, In charge of Dean, Faculty of Law; Dr. R. I. Parikh, Dean of Students; as well as 

Dr. Archana Gadekar, Coordinator. The expert advocates, faculty members as well as student 

volunteers also remained present. 

 

Modus Operandi in the Camp 

 

A total of 13 teams were formed for consultation of different legal problems which included a 

different team for Criminal matters, Land matters, Property and Inheritance matters, Civil 

matters, Contract and Arbitration matters, Family and Divorce matters, Banking matters, 

Consumer matters, Labour matters besides a team that looked after any other matters that did 

not fall under the given rubrics. Each team consisted of one expert advocate, one subject 

expert, two LL.M. students and two LL.B. students. The teams were spearheaded by leading 

and expert advocates of the city such as Mr. Ajay Joshi, Mr. Anil Patel, Mr. Jigish Thakore, 

Mr. Sunil Tewar, Mr. Anand Majumdar, Dr. Bharat Shah, Ms. Smita Nawathe, Dr. Mahesh 

Thakar, Mr. Krishna Acharya, Mr. Jatin Desai, Mr. Rajendra Golani, Mr. Tushar Vyas and 
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Mr. Mehul Mehta.  Consultation was offered from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. On arrival, the legal 

matter the client wished to consult was identified. The client was then given a note 

mentioning the room number and team, and a student volunteer guided the client to the room. 

Care was taken that no client should be required to wait for a longer while, and that 

consultation would be efficient enough to offer satisfactory time to each client.  

 

Response and Success of the Camp 

 

A total of 181 clients sought consultation at the camp. The clients came from Vadodara, 

Surat, Ankleshwar as well as from suburbs on the outskirts of the city such as Samiyala, 

Chhota Udepur, Godhra, Dahod, Padra, Jambusar, Kosamba and Waghodia. The highest 

number of consultations were sought on property and land matters followed by family and 

inheritance matters. Out of 181 clients, a total of 101 clients rated the camp as well as the 

legal advice received as “excellent” in the feedback form. It was a very successful event that 

left experts with a sense of satisfaction for having fulfilled an altruistic purpose using their 

knowledge and the clients demanding the arrangement of such camps on a more frequent 

basis.  

 

 

 

Felicitation of Justice A.J.Desai 
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Legal Aid being provided to the people 
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Informative posters at Faculty of Law about various laws as well as the legal rights of people  
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Legal Awareness Campaign at four villages 

To seek his rights it is necessary for a person to know about his rights and  to meet this 

objective, Legal Aid Camps  were organised by the Faculty of Law, The Maharaja Sayajirao 

University of Baroda, at four villages namely Gosindra, Kundhela, Mahapara and Dhantej to 

spread awareness amongst people regarding their rights and certain remedies available to 

them. Hence four teams were formed which comprised of students and the faculty members 

to visit four different villages around the city of Vadodara on 29th February, 2016 so as to 

spread legal awareness amongst the people residing in those villages. 

 

Details of the Legal Aid Camp at four villages 
 
Four villages namely Gosindra, Kundhela, Mahapara and Dhantej were selected to spread 

awareness amongst people regarding their rights and certain remedies available to them. The 

villages were approximately an hour from the city of Vadodara. The time opted by the 

students and staff was the afternoon slot so that maximum people could come and be a part of 

the event. A primary school was allotted in most of the villages where the students could 

conduct the skits prepared to spread the legal education and awareness. By 3 pm the students 

started with their skits. It went on for almost one hour. People were really interested in seeing 

it and had a lot to learn and get aware about their legal rights. The entire team got a good 

response from the villagers. People were really interested and came up to discuss their 

problems. The team also provided them with the faculty address and contact details for any 

other help or assistance if they need. 

 

 Skits performed were related to: 

(1) Right to Education 

(2) Female Foeticide and Dowry 

(3) Consumer Protection 

(4) Rights of an Arrested person 

(5) Labour Law 

(6) Protection Of Children from Sexual Offences 
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A brief summary of the skits performed is as follows: 

(1)  Right to Education: 

The aim of this skit was to particularly create awareness and interest among the people about 

the importance of education in all the spheres of life. This skit was performed to make the 

people of village understand that educating their child is really important irrespective of the 

child being a boy or a girl. The people were also informed about the other benefits that the 

government has given like free and compulsory education upto the age of fourteen years, 

mid-day meal, free books, etc.   

 

Skit being performed by students 

 

(2) Female Foeticide & Dowry: 

The primary objective of performing this particular skit on this theme was to inform the 

people that any act of taking or giving dowry amounts to an offence under law. Moreover, 

determination of sex of the child during pregnancy of the woman is also illegal and a separate 
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statute has been dedicated to it. People were also given information regarding the rights 

available to women under Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

 

Skit being performed by students 

 

(3) Consumer Protection: 

Even in today’s age of information technology, many people are still unaware about the 

rights they possess under the Consumer Protection Act. They are also not aware of the fact 

that a separate redressal forum exists which deals only with the consumer matters. So a skit 

on this theme was performed so as to inform them as to where and how to approach the 

Consumer Courts for any kind of defects in goods or deficiency in services. 
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Legal awareness campaign at Gosindra village 

 

(4) Rights of an Arrested person: 

This skit was based on the guidelines given by the Supreme Court in the case of D.K. Basu v 

State of West Bengal.2 It is the right of every accused arrested that he should be presented 

before the magistrate within 24 hours of arrest. Unless his crime is proved, he cannot be made 

wear the handcuff by the police. The arrested person also has right of being heard, which 

means ex parte hearing must not be done. An arrested person should also be given the 

opportunity to appoint a lawyer and a lawyer must be appointed on the expense of 

government, if such person arrested so is not financially capable to hire a lawyer. 

                                                             
2 (1997) 6 SCC 642 
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Skit being performed by students 

 

(5) Labour Law: 

The various benefits and incentives that should be allowed to the labourer were emphasised 

in this skit. It talked about child labour, working conditions of the labour, other benefits, 

safety measures to be taken by the owner, medical benefits available to them, pay scale, 

working hours, week offs, etc. There are unions that work for the welfare of Labours. The 

labours/workers should not be exploited and they should be aware of the basics of the labour 

laws. 
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Legal awareness campaign at Dhantej village 

 

(6) POCSO: 

The skit related to POCSO Act was basically regarding child marriages & sexual harassment. 

The act focused on the point that child marriage is banned and is a punishable offence. A girl 

of 18 years or more & a boy of 21 years or more only can marry. Moreover, sexual 

harassment is punishable with imprisonment and fine. It also included the Juvenile Act. If the 

person is below the age of 18, he would be registered with the Juvenile Board & if above the 

age of 18 years then such person would be sent to Special Officer & would be presented 

before the Magistrate in 24 hours and he may pass the necessary orders related to it.  
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Children watching the skits performed by the students

 

 Skit being performed by students 

 


